Archbishop Appoints New Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
By Michelle Montez, Director of Pastoral Planning and Evangelization
All the faithful by virtue of Baptism are equal in dignity.  The voices of all are prized.  The faithful have the responsibility to listen to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and the right to speak for the welfare of the Church.   Taken from the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan, these words help define the pastoral priority of Consultation and Governance.  Echoing the call for greater involvement from the laity on pastoral matters found in the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium), the pastoral priority of Consultation and Governance’s first goal centers around models of shared responsibility and calls for the creation of Parish Pastoral Councils in all parishes in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.  To model that effort, Archbishop Sheehan has now established an Archdiocesan Pastoral Council. The APC held its first meeting on Friday, February 22 at the Catholic Center and is comprised of 8 lay representatives, one from each of the eight deaneries. Members were nominated by their respective deans. The council also includes a deacon representative, a priest representative, a non-ordained religious and a young adult representative. The Archbishop serves as its president. Serving as ex-officio members are the Chancellor of the Archdiocese, one member of the Archdiocesan Finance Council and the Director of Pastoral Planning.   Members have been appointed by the Archbishop to serve for this initial year, but will undergo a discernment process next year.  According to its Constitution, all members of the Archdiocesan Pastoral council are eligible for 2 consecutive three year terms.  The council will meet four times a year and will be asked to investigate, reflect and offer practical conclusions to pastoral matters of the Archdiocese as the Archbishop requests.  It joins other consultative bodies of the Archdiocese who help to advise the Archbishop, among them the Presbyteral Council (Council of Priests) and the Archdiocesan Finance Council. The Office of Pastoral Planning and Evangelization will serve as the staff for the APC.
Members of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council are: 
	Albuquerque Deanery A
	Santiago Montoya 

	Albuquerque Deanery B
	Arnold Cordova

	Albuquerque Deanery C
	Aida Rodriguez

	Northwest Deanery
	Joanne Dupont Sandoval

	Northeast Deanery
	Cleo Martinez

	Southeast Deanery
	Barbara Sena

	Southwest Deanery
	Dante Berry

	Santa Fe Deanery
	Patricia Lopez

	Priest Representative
	Fr. Clarence Maes

	Deacon Representative
	Deacon Joe Herrera , Jr.

	Religious Order Rep.
	Sr. Elena Carney

	Young Adults
	Rosie Chinea

	Chancellor of ASF
	Fr. Timothy Martinez

	Pastoral Planning Director
	Michelle Montez


